
North Pinellas County
Retired Educators Association

NEWSLETTERemail: npcrea@gmail.com

NPCREA gathers at 
Clearwater Country Club

525 N. Betty Lane
Clearwater, FL 33755

at 11 am on Tuesday, Sept. 13

Celebrate the New School Year with 
North Pinellas Retired Educators

Represent your school by wearing its colors or 
a school t-shirt to our gathering on Sept. 13.  We 
get together at 11 am at Clearwater Country Club 
for our fi rst meeting of the new school year.  

  
We’ll hear from Michelle Walag of Ready for 

Life Pinellas, describing programs that their non-
profi t sets up to help foster kids who are preparing 
to age out of the foster care system. 

Please bring toiletries and personal care items 
for the 18-year-olds who will be starting out on 
their own after years of traveling from home to 
home. Our collection for Ready for Life in Largo 
will include personal items such as soap, shampoo 
and conditioner, body wash, razors, toothpaste and 
toothbrushes, combs and brushes, washcloths and 
towels. 

Luncheon will be spaghetti and meatballs, 
salad, garlic sticks, beverage, and ice cream 
sundae. The cost this year will be $18, including 
tax, tip, and facility. 

Wear your school colors
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Bob Stephens

Bob Stephens

President’s Corner:

Please Call In Your Volunteer 
Hours to Eldon Weaver, our 

Volunteer Coordinator

I would like to hear from any member of 
NPCREA  who has been volunteering in his/her 
community. Each of us contributes in some way to 
help our community.   I want to brag about all that you 
do. You would be surprised at the time you have spent 
helping other persons. Some examples are: 
 

Calling or sending cards to a shut in;  
Shopping for a friend or neighbor;  
Recycling glass, plastic, metal, and paper  
Donating used clothing or books  
Tutoring a person in need of training

      Volunteering in a senior center
Shopping for a card, addressing, mailing it
Donating food to a pantry, church, or club
Volunteering in schools and clubs
Salvation Army donations and bellringing
Volunteering in animal shelters or hospitals
Teaching Sunday School or senior centers
Serving as a library aide or reading to kids
Ushering in a community playhouse
Driving friends and neighbors to appointments
Collecting books for the Poppell Book Program

      and many others..... 
   

Just call my phone (954.895.1073) and leave your 
name and # of hours on my answering machine----

or e-mail me at:   pegasus_fl @yahoo.com 

or use the Volunteer Hours form on page 8 and 
bring to an NPCREA meeting.

  
Looking forward to hearing from you.

    Eldon Weaver

Tuesday, September 13, 
will be the fi rst meeting of the 
school year for North Pinellas 
County Retired Educators 
Association. Doors will open 
at 11am at the Clearwater 
Country Club, 525 N. Betty 
Lane in Clearwater.  A 
kick-off  lunch will include 
spaghetti and meatballs, 
breadstick, beverage, salad,  
dessert, tax and tip for $18. 

Please make your check 
payable to NPCREA.  This is 

our “Back to School” meeting, and all members are 
encouraged to wear their School Colors. 

On pp. 9-10 of this Newsletter, we provide 
you with a sheet of Touch Cards that you can use 
as icebreakers when talking to retired educators.  
NPCREA has been using these touch cards over the 
years to help recruit new members and to introduce 
ourselves to the community. We’ll have more touch 
cards available at the Sept. 13 meeting. Also, please 
plan to share your summer experiences. Each table 
will have forms for“the places you have been this 
summer.” Responses will be published next issue. 

I hope you are planning to join fellow FREA 
members at the District 6 Symposium to be held 
Monday, October 17, at the Silverthorne Country 
Club, 4550 Golf Club Lane, Spring Hill. Registration 
fee is $30, which includes a continental breakfast and 
lunch (see pg. 8 for further instructions) This is a great 
opportunity to meet other members of District 6 and 
the Board members of our state organizations.  The 
program will include the goals of FREA and benefi ts 
available to members.  There will be breakout sessions 
available for you to learn of the many programs 
off ered by FREA and FREF, its charitable foundation.

NPCREA is a very active unit of  FREA.   BUT 
we are only as active as our members.   With that 
thought, PLEASE consider volunteering for one of the 
many opportunities available to you.  Learn more at 
our September meeting and our District 6 Symposium.  



3
Blackboard Notices

...UPCOMING EVENTS
 
Sept. 13--CELEBRATE THE NEW 
SCHOOL YEAR by wearing your school 
colors. Bring toiletries for Ready for Life 
Pinellas. 

Oct. 17--DISTRICT 6 SYMPOSIUM, 
9-2:30 at the Silverthorn Country Club in Spring 
Hill.  No NPCREA meeting in October.

Nov. 8 --CELEBRATE VETERAN’S DAY! Wear 
red, white, and blue to celebrate those who have 
served our country. Bring canned food items for 
Mattie Williams Neighborhood Center in Safety 
Harbor.  

Dec. 13 - CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS. Wear 
your favorite holiday attire. Bring toys for the 
Salvation Army toy drive. If desired, bring a $15 or 
less item for a grab bag gift exchange. 

  ...BRIDGE-A-RAMA 
We play contract bridge at the Dunedin Golf 

Club, 1050 Palm Blvd. in Dunedin, on the second 
and fourth Wednesdays. We are always in need 
of substitute players. For more information, 
call Phyllis Walls at 727.418.7025 or email: 
wallsphyllis@gmail.com 

  

...PATRONS     
Please consider purchasing a patron ad, which 

will help to defray the costs of printing and mailing 
the bi-monthly NPCREA Newsletter and our member 
directories.  Suggested donation is $15; make check 
payable to NPCREA. Send to NPCREA, P.O Box 
4248, Clearwater, FL 33758-4248. 

2022-23 Patrons thus far:
 Mary Blackmon
 Linda McGeehan
 Carole Pope
 Rick Pope
 Barbara Seiler
 Phyllis Walls

   
   

...BOOKS NEEDED
Margaret Poppell Literacy For Life 

Program

NPCREA continues collecting new and gently used 
science, fi ction, and nonfi ction books for grades K/5 on 
behalf of the Literacy For Life Program. 

Members can donate books at monthly luncheons/
general meetings, which are then placed in two “Little 
Libraries” in Clearwater with special bookplates inside 
each book. One Little Library is located at Morningside 
Recreation Complex and the other at Moccasin Lake 
Nature Park. 

This summer 200 books were collected or purchased 
at thrift stores to supply books for the libraries. Pat Dalton 
and Maura Hedrich are spearheading this collection. 
Please consider picking up books at thrift stores, garage 
sales, or on the clearance racks and bring them to our next 
luncheon so we can add to the collections!
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At our “Not Back to Preplanning” Luncheon 
at Capogna’s Dugout in Clearwater on August 1, 
we enjoyed a really spectacular turnout of retired 
educators.  Plus we collected a small mountain 
of school supplies for distribution to teachers and 
children in Pinellas County.  

Leading the Luncheon:  (l-r) Elizabeth Szostak of Pinellas 
Education Foundation, two Capogna daughters, and our 
president, Bob Stephens, with a tableful of backpacks and 
school supplies

Many of us lunched on a special $5 meal deal of 
spaghetti with marinara sauce, Italian salad, and soft 
drink or tea or coff ee of choice.   Some ordered items 
from the menu as desired.  The food was delicious, and 
members present enjoyed sharing it with our friends 
and visitors. 

Ann Crum’s 
friend, Helen 
Tantum (right), 
brought a backpack 
fi lled with school 
supplies in memory 
of Ann, our longtime 
member 

                   AUGUST 1 LUNCHEON AT              CAPOGNA’S DUGOUT RESTAURANT

Tables of retired educators
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Bob Stephens, our president, spoke about the 
importance of our volunteer work in aiding local 
schools and students.  He thanked the restaurant 
owner, Al Capogna, for providing a location for 
our lunch and school supply collection.  He also 
thanked the two Capogna daughters who helped 
prepare and serve our great Italian meals. They are 
truly a wonderful family, invested in the Clearwater 
community and in promoting education in Pinellas.

Elizabeth 
Szostak, Director 
of Development at 
Pinellas Education 
Foundation, attended 
our luncheon and 
spoke to our members, 
friends, and visitors 
about the importance 
of our eff orts to 
promote education 
in Pinellas.  She ate 
lunch with us, then 

spoke individually with many attendees, thanking 
them for their contributions. At the close of the 
luncheon, she gathered up all the school supplies 
(with a lot of help from our guys) and carried them 
off  in her van to deliver to the Pinellas Education 
Foundation.  

                   AUGUST 1 LUNCHEON AT              CAPOGNA’S DUGOUT RESTAURANT

The lunches were delicious, and many 
retired educators took home enough 
ample portions for their dinners. 
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Breakfast at Tiffany’s Family Restaurant, 
23399 US 19 North, Palm Harbor

Aug. 10 -- First Day of School

Eldon Weaver in a Tiff any’s Restaurant booth full of 
school supplies donated by North Pinellas retired 
educators. 

Many thanks to the owners of Tiff any’s 
Family Restaurant in Palm Harbor for providing 
breakfasts to the retired educators gathered there on 
Wednesday, August 10.

Bob Stephens (right), NPCREA president, 
delivered the donated school supplies to Mattie 
Williams Center in Safety Harbor.on Aug. 10 



        Phone to Mr. Eldon Weaver at 954.895.1073 

    or email to pegasus_fl @yahoo.com
    or cut out and bring to the meeting
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North Pinellas County
Retired Educators Association
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NPCREA OFFICERS FOR 2022-24
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Email Address:  npcrea@gmail.com

NPCREA Newsletter is published six times each year by North Pinellas County Retired 
Educators Association, P.O. Box 4248, Clearwater, FL 33758.  Newsletter staff :  Editor, Mary 
Blackmon, 727-348-0771.  Assembly and mailing: Marie Grein.  Labels:  FREA Offi  ce. 


